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“We  experience  the  world  through images. We see and read  images  before we 
read  words. For  these reasons, the visual arts are a natural fit in the 
classroom  as  an  approach  to  many subjects. Reading is  enhanced by the 
creation  of  mental images.  We  often  see students who are  stumped about 
what to  write; yet when  they engage with images, suddenly, their  writing 
becomes  filled  with  ideas  and  rich  details. Science is  dependent on 
observation.  In  mathematics, visualizing  patterns  is  key.  The use of images  in 
the  classroom  creates a way  to  translate, communicate,  and draw from the 
world.” 

-Integrating the Arts Across the Content Areas 
 by Lisa Donovan and Louise Pascale (page 130) 

 
What have we been learning? 
Students learn how to interpret information and make this 
learning visible through a creation. The work of art is not one to be 
made for a display, but rather as a form of comprehension of the 
material and content we are learning. 
 

 
 



 

How can I support this learning at home? 
 

 

Try it at home with your traditions 
When you are trying to solve a problem at home (such as 

how do we put our laundry away) or are trying to understand a 
new concept, as your child to draw, collage, or create his or her 
ideas as he or she is reading, listening or trying to understand. 

 

Make New Art Together 
When reading picture books make the connection between the 
words and the pictures.  Get out some paper and drawing 
materials and you and your child can make a new set of 
illustrations for a page or two, or even the whole book! Compare 
and contrast your ideas.  Remind your child that there is no 
“right” or “wrong” creations for the words,  just different ideas! 
 

Play The Game of “Doodlephone” 
Write or say a descriptive sentence and have your child illustrate 
it.  Then ask another family member or friend to come up with a 
descriptive sentence about your child’s illustration.  Ask another 
friend to draw that sentence and see how the images and 
sentences evolve and change. 
 

Bring a notebook everywhere you go 
While you are out collect ideas for writing and drawing as you go. 
Write down the idea, or if you can, encourage your child to start 
the story or drawing right then and there. This is a great way to 
reflect on special activities or small moments as an opportunity for 
inspiration in drawing and writing. 

 


