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“Bring a story, an historical event, or a particular habitat alive with sound. Have 
students analyze a particular event or situation purely through sound, and then 
recreate it.  Tell students to carefully select just the essential sounds and place them 
sequentially in such a way that produces an accurate reproduction of a sound 
environment...The audience will feel as if they are immersed in the soundscape, 
whether it is the rainforest, a desert oasis, a moment in the Civil War, Napolean’s 
March, or a moment in time from a chapter book the class is reading.  The creation of 
soundscapes requires students to create and organize sound symbols. connecting 
writing, math and storytelling skills.” 

-Integrating the Arts Across Content Areas 
         by Lisa Donovan and Louise Pascale  (page 70) 
 

What we have been learning: 
 
Students  have  used  soundscapes  as  an opportunity to understand  a 
season, a region  of  the world, or to  inspire writing.  When students  have an 
opportunity to  work  with sound, each child  is able  to find  inspiration and 
make  meaning  in her  own way  to  think  both critically  and write creatively.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



How can I support this learning at home? 
 

 
Create your own “Name that Tune” 
 
As you were able to see today, students can make their own 
sound out of something very simple, like a piece of paper.  Have 
your child create a soundscape using other objects around the 
house and after the soundscape has been presented, try and 
guess what the soundscape was about.  Perhaps you heard 
clomping feet of a horse, but your child’s intention was to create 
an elephant stomping.  Who is right and who is wrong? Does this 
matter? 

 

Find small moments in other ways 
 
You had a chance to explore inspiration through sound, but what 
about through smell?  Try to see what is evoked after smelling 
some spices in the kitchen, or putting a classical tune on….what 
feelings come up? Have your child write down these ideas….this is 
what writers do! 
 

Look out the window 
 
Sometimes you don’t need to make a big production, but rather, 
sit still. Look out the window, listen to the sounds of nature and 
soak it all in with your child!  If you encourage your child to write, 
have her think about a different point of view (such as a bird, or a 
neighbor).  

 
 


